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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING 2/14/2012
Members Present: Matt Toth, Ian Lynch, Joe Collins, Lee Goodspeed
Meeting Opens: 7:50 PM – Ian Lynch
8:04 PM Public Hearing: NOI James Hopkins DEP # 117-0310 – Septic – Ian Lynch Opens meeting
Brimfield Board of Health has still not approved a septic plan for Mr. Hopkins.  Carol Warren will notify Angela Panaccione when said permit is approved.  Joe Collins recues himself from the meeting to attend as an abutter.
Motion made by Matt Toth to continue meeting to 7:50 PM on Tuesday February 28, 2012
Motion seconded by Lee Goodspeed
No further discussion – vote taken – 3 yes 0 no 1 abstain

Motion Carries

Notify Mr. Hopkins of new hearing date and inform him that we are still waiting on Board of Health approval for the septic system plans.
Hearing Closes: 8:06 PM
8:15 PM: MGL CH 44 SEC 53G- Rules for Hiring an Outside Consultant

BCC received a model template from Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) on adopting rules for hiring an outside consultant under MGL Ch.44 Sec. 53G.  BCC will use MACC model, removing the sections pertaining to by-laws considering the town does not have any as of yet.  When by-laws are drafted a section addressing the consultants will be added.  Lee Goodspeed addressed the problem of how money would be handled.  Angela will speak with Marie about setting up an account.
· Marie said it was a simple process that would only take a minute, a revolving account is not needed for this, just a regular account considering all unused money will be returned to the applicant
A motion was made by Matt Toth at 8:24PM to adopt the rules and regulations for hiring an outside consultant under MGL Ch.44 Sec 53G

Motion Seconded by Lee Goodspeed

Further Discussion:  Angela is to send the rules to the Selectboard and Town Accountant with a cover letter stating the BCC had adopted these rules in anticipation of a future need and wishes to share with other town boards for review.

No further discussion – vote taken at 8:28 PM – 4 yes 0 No 0 Abstain
Motion Carries

8:30 PM: Annual Report
Lee believes we do not need such an extensive report and it should be in simpler language.  The sentence pertaining to tree cutting should be removed and replaced with “see our brochure for further information”.  Also, on Page 2 add “may” and “in protected areas” to section on what the BCC does.  Table is a good idea and a nice way to show the increases in filling and violation over the past couple years.  Finally, the section pertaining to the casino proposal should be moved from the current section to the future section.
8:57 PM: Sign Payroll   – Ian Lynch Opens
Motion made by Joe Collins to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione for the amount of $504.00 for 32 hours.  $252.00 from account 01-0171-5114 and $252.00 from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 1/29/2012 to 2/11/2012.  

Motion seconded by Matt Toth 

No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

8:59 PM Violation: Stewart ( Across from 101 Hollow Rd – Ian Lynch Opens

No response yet from the property owner.  The certified mail was returned unclaimed by Mr. Stewart.  Angela Panaccione will contact the US Post Office to see if certified mail is forwarded if addressee is on vacation or something.  Additionally a letter was sent regular mail with no response as of yet.  Work was seen at the site previously and there seems to be some activity there.  Angela will contact Jacqueline Holman of 101 Hollow Road and request that Ms. Holman notify the BCC if she see’s any work taking place.  Angela will also contact Sue Hilker to see if she has another address on file for Mr. Stewart and the realtor Amy Gerrish to see if she can contact Mr. Stewart.  Angela will also speak with Mark Stinson from the DEP to see how to proceed in the matter. 

9:05 PM Violation: Wawrzonke - 27 Holland Road – Ian Lynch Opens

The Wawrzonke have violated both Enforcement Orders.  There has been no correspondence from them at this point.  Angela Panaccione will speak with Mark Stinson from the DEP tomorrow about the current situation.  It appears to be a commercial operation and the commissions agrees we should turn it over to the DEP if possible.  Lee also believes it is a riverfront violation and should be addresses as such.  We have issued them two separate enforcement orders that have both been violated.  Additionally, they were instructed to cease and desist, but they continue to accumulate storm debris and brush in a buffer zone.  Angela should find out if the solid waste people from the DEP are going to take the case over.  Angela will also contact Zach from Zach’s landscaping to see if they will attend the next meeting on February 28, 2012 @ 8:15 PM to go over the paperwork filled.  A letter, email and phone call should be made asking him to attend the meeting so we can go over the paperwork with him.  Finally, Angela will develop some maps using GIS of the property doing a proximity analysis to the wetlands and buffer zones and see if there is other additional violations to address.  Additional pictures are needed shoeing the pileup of debris and the how close the work is to a river front.  We also want pictures clearly defining the river channel.
9:25 PM: Bylaw Discussion

Angela Panaccione drafted a set of non-zoning bylaws for the Town of Brimfield.  The bylaws were created by using the MACC model as a template and combining segments from nearby local towns, including Sturbridge and Belchertown, to allow for discussion and modification of the piece.  A goal would be to draft a set of simple, understandable bylaws that were 2-3 pages maximum in length.  A further discussion will occur at the next meeting where 45 minutes to 1 hour will be set aside to review the draft bylaws.  They most important thing needed to pass bylaws is to get people to understand the need for them and where the WPA is lacking and why additional enforcement would be beneficial. A power point presentation should be composed for town meeting and an educational conservation meeting should be held prior to the town meeting to gain support for the matter.  It was requested that Angela highlight what is different for the WPA and re-send the bylaws to the commissions by the next meeting.
9:39 PM: FY 13 Budget Request

A request is being made by the BCC to the Finance committee for an increase of 2.5hrs/week for the position of BCC assistant.  Take the goals provided in the annual report and sue them as justification for the increase in hours.

Motion made by Matt Toth @ 9:54 PM to request the increase in hours of 5 hrs/ 2week (2.5hrs/wk) along with a justification of need and send to the finance committee by Friday February 17, 2012.
Motion Seconded by Joe Collins

No further discussion – vote 4 yes 0 No 0 abstain

Motion Carries

Angela will email the board with the justification for review before the letter is sent.  The letter will be from Ian Lynch, Chair of the BCC

9:54 PM: Windmill on Corner by Church
There are trees that need to be removed by the windmill on the corner by Saint Christopher’s Church.  Joe will ask them to mark the trees proposed for removal by the next meeting so the commission may conduct a site visit considering the removal is proposed in a resource area.
Meeting adjourned 9:59 PM

Motion made by Matt Toth

Motion seconded by Joe Collins

No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione

BCC Assist.

Salisbury Annex Bld.
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